








How to draw unique snowmen using

thumbnail sketches and INTERESTING SHAPES

or combine big 
and small shapes

Start with basic shapes, then fill in the shape to create a distinct silhouette. 
You will need just a simple light colored marker; blue or light grey will do.

Use Contrasting Sizes
and Shapes in the
same character for
more interesting
design. Like big heads
with little bodies, or
vice versa.

Let’s try it with snowmen!... 

CAN YOU RECOGNIZE THESE?
A silhouette thumbnail is a cool way to come
up with concept character designs! It shows
the shape of your character without too much
detail, but you can still tell who they are. It
makes sure you have a great design in place
before you spend all your time detailing.

You can start
with the well-
known circle
shapes.

You can add some
fun, natural shapes! 

Try unique combinations for more interesting snowmen designs.



TIME TO
DRAW!

You can use
image references
for inspiration.

What else can be found in the
garden?

I think this snowman was
made in the garden, so there
could be a bucket, a water
hose, stones and sticks..

Choose your favorite thumbnail sketch from your snowman mockups,
then add the details and accessories that create a story about your
snowman character.

1. On another piece
of paper, trace the
outline of your
thumbnail sketch.

2. Add details.

How about you? 
How would you decorate 
his snowman friends?

Try to add the details and
decorate his friends:

3. Color it.

Remember to start
with light colors and
then gradually add
darker ones.

TIP! COLORLESS BLENDERS
These transparent markers
come in alcohol marker
sets. They can help blend
the light blue or greay
colors into a soft gradient
shadow.

https://www.kidscartoonacademy.com/supplyguide


What are some attributes
that we can add to our
snowmen to make it look
more unique?

Remember:
A snowman is made of
snow, so it should look
roundish and soft.

HOW TO DRAW A UNIQUE SNOWMANSNOWMAN
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Want to draw things like this with us live on Zoom every week? 
Join the waitlist for our membership here.

https://www.kidscartoonacademy.com/membership

